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We have recently seen clear and vigorous exposition of the necessity for religious instruction in addresses presented to the Viceroy of India by the Indian chiefs of Native States, and in letters addressed to him by all the important princes whom he consulted in regard to the present state of affairs. It is pathetic to read how they describe 4t the absence of religious instruction in the schools as a potent cause of wrong ideas.5 9
In British India also, there is the same feeling, A very striking deputation was received by the Viceroy in the end of 1908. It was a large and influential deputation of orthodox Hindu noblemen and gentlemen representing the Sri Bharat Dharma Mahamandal, the great Society of orthodox Hindus for all India. The sole object of their approach to the Viceroy was to secure his Excellency's sympathy with their views regarding religious education, so that " nothing will be wanting within your power to help us in our efforts to guide the awakening life of the Hindus throughout India by means of a spiritual religious education until they form a truly compact and noble religious nation, a loyal and peaceful and prosperous people." Similarly strong declarations have been made by Muhammadan associations as to the importance of religion in education. Distinguished individuals also have stepped forward, and strongly stated their views 111 favour of religious education, discipline, and moral training in schools. The Muhammadan representative of the old dynasty of Murshiabad, himself educated at Rugby and Oxford, the Maharajadhiraj Bahadar of Bardwan, the Maharajah of Darbhanga, and others in Bengal have spoken strongly on the subject.
During my first two or three years of touring in Bengal as Lieutenant-Governor, I was besieged by Indian parents occupying high positions of influence in the interior, such as landholders, lawyers, judges, district officers, and men of business, pointing out to me that they could not obtain a sound education for their^sons at their own doors, and that they must, therefore,, either train them at home under tutors, or send them to Calcutta or some other educational centre, to colleges where their